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supremacy of Hindu ideology and Hindu culture,
and reducing the Muslims and others to a position
in which they would be humbled, governed,
absorbed, and finally annihilated as a distinct
cultural and political entity. This is not a
misapprehension or a misinterpretation of their
position. They have always followed a policy,
which lends itself to different interpretations,
according as the situation may be. They cry
themselves hoarse over independence, democracy,
and self-determination but are always ready to
strike a separate bargain with the British Govern-
ment, such as would throw the Muslims and
other minorities to their tender mercies. The
meaning and content of independence change
from weak to weak, as Mr. Gandhi chooses to
define in the columns of his Harijan. In Cong-
ress phraseology ' independence' means absolute
power in the hands of Hindus to dominate and
crush others, * self-determination * means a process
by which the Hindus would have the right
to impose their will on others by virtue of their
majority, * democracy * means a system of govern-
ment in which a high-caste Hindu oligarchy
would be installed in power to subjugate and rule
the whole country by. sheer force of numbers
tinder the protection of Britfeh bayonets. There-r
fore, all the tall talk of the Congress about
* nationalism * and * independence' is nothing but